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When JoshXa and I Walked in 2018, Ze
focXsed on his lighW-hearWed and Zhimsical
painWings. I Zondered if Zorld eYenWs of
2020 had affecWed a change in his approach
Wo arW. TrXe Wo his XpbeaW naWXre, he has noW
onl\ sWa\ed WrXe Wo his sW\le, bXW he has
added innoYaWiYe neZ aYenXes Wo broaden
e[posXre Wo his Zork.

Sherri CorneWW: As Ze are Walking, CoYid
conWinXes Wo raYage Whe Zorld. HoZ has
Whis crisis been for \oX?

JoshXa Coff\: I am a high-risk person, so I
Zas noW leaYing Whe hoXse. IW Zas scar\ aW
firsW. The paranoid Josh came oXW, Zhich Zas noW good for making arW and mosW 
shoZs Zere cancelled. I had been Weaching some groXp painWing classes and Wried 
Wo WransiWion Whose Wo Zoom, bXW I neYer felW I Zas offering enoXgh YalXe Wo charge 
for Whem. EYenWXall\ WhoXgh, I sWarWed going back Wo m\ sWXdio - noW eYer\ da\, bXW 
2-3 Wimes a Zeek. I also seW Xp a small room in m\ garage for small Zorks and
digital drawing on my iPad. And, luckily, I had a couple of commissions that kept 
me going and there were still some paintings for sale on my website.

SC: I see you began offering coloring pages on your website.

JC: Yes. Last summer, my good friend Lisa, who lived in Reno, and I decided to 
create a coloring book from images of our paintings. Then she moved and Covid 
happened and our idea was indefinitely postponed. I decided to release some 
individual pages . . . as a gift to people who have supported me, to help them fight 
boredom while staying at home. I invited them to download, print and color the 
pages and share them on social media, and asked them to tag me.

SC: And I hear that Patreon has been very helpful? What is it and how did you 
learn about it?

JC: Patreon is a membership community that supports creatives. Some musician 
friends were having an even harder than visual artists, because all they had were 
gigs, not much physical to sell. They told me that using Patreon gave folks 
choices, some freedom to pay and support them at whatever level they wanted. 
Then, about two years ago, I heard of some visual artists using Patreon, but I
wasn't sure I could pull it off. Then a friend suggested that, because I had so many 
social media contacts who respond to my new works already, I should try it.



SC: So hoZ does iW Zork?

JC: PaWreon handles sales, for Zhich Whe\ geW a WransacWion fee, and memberships. 
I seW Xp membership scales ZiWh differenW gifWs for each sXpporW leYel. PaWreon 
does Whe billing for membership and sales and reminds me ZhaW arW and gifWs Wo 
send Wo Zhom and Zhen. Originall\, I WhoXghW iW ZoXld be greaW if I came aZa\ ZiWh 
$100/monWh . . . mone\ I coXld pXW WoZard m\ sWXdio renW. For si[ monWhs noZ, I 
haYe had so man\ people joining m\ PaWreon siWe aW Whe $10/monWh leYel and 
aboYe WhaW I am almosW pa\ing m\ Zhole sWXdio renW! BXW, eYen Whe
$1/monWh members geW someWhing e[ciWing from me.

SC: I am haYing flashbacks of a Yer\ labor-inWensiYe Indiegogo campaign I did
\ears ago . . .

JC: Ha! The Wrick is Wo figXre oXW reasonable gifW leYels. IW Wook me a Zhile Wo figXre
0ut what I could do easily. For example, giving a person an original painting for
$100 worth of support is not efficient. I now spend one whole day a month
producing the various gifts . . . stickers and magnets of my works, a handmade 
letter, an archival print-of-the-month, an end-of-the-year original drawing, and a 
monthly video of behind-the-scenes processes . . . for example, how I keep myself 
motivated . . . topics that, I hope, transcend to non-artists. And, it only took me 
one weekend to set it all up. Patreon enables an instant connection to Facebook 
and Instagram. In fact, I used social media to announce my Patreon site.

SC: HoZ do \oX Walk aboXW Whis Wo \oXr collecWors?

JC: I haYe Wo sa\, I Xsed Wo Zork in fXndraising, so I alread\ had Whe confidence 
and Whe langXage doZn and kneZ WhaW people like Wo back Zinners. I am Xp fronW 
ZiWh Whem. I Well Whem Whis kind of sXpporW reall\ helps me pa\ m\ bills. A big 
message is WhaW Whe\ giYe me Whe poZer Wo Zin. And iW ZoXld be reall\ cool if Whe\ 
Zere on m\ Weam! And, Whe\ geW cool sWXff in reWXrn.

SC: An\ piWfalls?

JC: NoW reall\. IW has been preWW\ seamless. There Zere a feZ folks Zho didn'W ZanW 
Wo be parW of Whe siWe . . . Whe\ ZanWed Wo do iW Yia Pa\pal, ZiWh me inYoicing Whem 
each monWh. BXW, I had Wo Well Whem "no." IW is definiWel\ ZorWh haYing PaWreon 
handle Whe adminisWraWiYe parWs.

SC: Is Where an\Whing else \oX haYe recenWl\ added Wo \oXr arW prodXcWion?

JC: I Zas Whinking aboXW hoZ Ze are all haYing a hard Wime ZiWh CoYid - ZhaW
coXld I/Ze do WhaW is cool. So, I sWarWed an "acWs of kindness" projecW Zhere I make 
prinWs of m\ draZings and pXW Whem in XnXsXal places aroXnd WoZn - park 
benches, hardZare sWores. I pXW hinWs Wo Whe locaWions Xp on social media. I
inclXde a noWe, asking people Wo Wake Whe arW, giYe iW a home, WhaW I am a local arWisW, 
look me Xp, send me a leWWer aboXW ZhaW \oX did ZiWh Whe arW. IW feels good. And, I 
haYe been accepWed Wo WZo neZ shoZs. So, WhaW is good neZs!

JoshXa's ZebsiWe: hWWps://Xndersong.com/

Sherri CorneWW is an arWisW cXraWor and ZriWer liYing in Billings, MT.
ZZZ.sherricorneWW.com 
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